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He will naturally remember the driving platform. He will start by paying attention
to the radar, the lookout outside the window, the direction of the ships, and the
distance of the ships. These are procedural memories, while what teachers teach in
schools is contextual memory. These two types of memories dominate our ability to react
to situations. If there is an error in our procedural memory, no one knows until an
accident occurs, and then rational exploration is needed to find out where the problem
lies. Contextual memory, on the other hand, is primarily taught by our mothers as the

first enlightening teachers. Mothers teach children to distinguish between what is



a horse and what is a pig, assimilating and categorizing them. For example, these are
both horses and that is a pig.

Even when things look the same, mothers explain, one is a horse and the other is a
zebra. Contextual memory is about reasoning, analysis, and discrimination. Procedural
memory is stored in our muscles or subconscious, such as learning the steps in pole
vaulting - how to start, lie down, run up, and handle the bar. After completing the
steps, a book with at least 200 pages is written, containing many technical terms that
you may not even recognize. Therefore, training in this way is like a blind person
touching an elephant; you may not even understand the terms after ten years of practice.
So, these things can only be done, not explained - accumulating experience through
on-the-spot demonstrations and repeated practice over time. Someone may practice for
ten years for a jump that only lasts ten seconds.

This determines their later social status, gathering wealth, glory, and honor all
together. Therefore, these things cannot be explained; you have to repeat them over
and over to develop habits. In our maritime professions, most of our reliance is on
procedural memory. The gentleman in the upper right corner is indifferent to knowledge
during these affluent days. Although knowledge is not standardized, very few people
are not standardized. This leads to a discussion of the national character of the
Chinese people. If you go to a bowling alley in Japan, all ten people have the same
knowledge of bowling; 1f you find two people with the same knowledge in a bowling alley
in Taiwan, you are lucky. Taiwanese people do not like to be the same as others; they

prefer to be unique.



Therefore, in the practice field where skills are honed, everyone swings the club in
a disorganized manner, and no one is willing to spend money to hire a coach. Japanese
people’ s swings are precise and meticulous. So, there is a gap in the national strength
between our two countries now. Some people say that mass production only works in the
20th century. In these times, maybe Taiwanese people still have a competitive edge.
A simple example is that in Taiwan, no matter what product you buy, whether Japanese,
European, American, or even South American, Taiwanese people do not favor any

particular brand. Therefore, our perspective is naturally broader than others.



